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¾ññNo part of the survivorôs life is untouchedò  
~Sister Dianna Ortiz 

  



¾Abduction and torture 

 

¾Flight 

 

¾Abandonment  

 

¾Protracted separation for asylum seekers 

 

¾Multiple separations and loss 



Child Secondary Survivor 



¾Direct traumatic impact 

 

¾Multiple exposures  

 

¾Shared trauma 

 

¾Desecration and humiliation of family 

members and community 



¾These experiences 

can serve to fracture 

and fragment families 

 

¾Become triggers for 

one another 

 

¾Experience the torture 

differently 



¾Disruptions in family structure and 

scaffolding of childhood 
ÅParentification of children 

ÅLoss of faith in community 

 

¾Loss of felt security 

 

¾Isolation 





The necessity of relationships 



¾Parent as a safe base 

 

¾Confidence in parental availability, 

responsiveness, sensitivity 

 

¾Relational dance where children and 

families negotiate exploration/safety, 

individuation/connection 



¾Attachment allows us to separate and 

come back together  

 

¾The childôs refuge in a hostile world 

 

¾The place where needs for               

survival and closeness are met 



¾About LOVE & SAFETY 
 

¾Associated with 
academic success, 
psychological well-being, 
health, peer competence 
 

¾Protective 
 

¾Gives security and 
comfort 



Thus, all 

attachment 

patterns are 

adaptive 














































































