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CARING FOR OLDER CAMBODIAN
SURVIVORS OF TORTURE (SOT)

ORR Services for Survivors of Torture (SOT) Program
Virtual Town Meeting
January 23, 2024

Robert P. Marlin, Diya J. Kallivayalil, Sidney Liang, and Brittany Sherman
Metta Health Center/Lowell Community Health Center

Overview

- Cambodian refugees in the U.S.

+ Access issues in the care of older
Cambodian SOTs

- Clinical issues in the care of older
Cambodian SOTs
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Background

b 1975-1979: Khmer Rouge kill nearly 2 million
Cambodians

- 1979-1989: nearly 150,000 Cambodian
refugees resettle in the U.S., including in
Massachusetts

- 2024: Cambodian Americans represent
approximately 21% of the population of
Lowell, MA
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etta Health Center

- Founded by the Southeast Asian refugee
community in Lowell

- Provides multidisciplinary services,
including primary care and mental health
services

- Located within a larger Federally
Qualified Health Center (FQHC) Az
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Caring for older Cambodian SOTs — Access Issues
- Language Access
+ Technology
+ SARS-CoV2 pandemic effects
- Trust and self-advocacy
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Caring for older Cambodian SOTs — Clinical Issues

- Views on treatment/adherence

+ Impact of role changes and job loss

- Social isolation

- Complex trauma presentations A
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Thank You

Robert P. Marlin, MD, PhD, MPH
Chief, Metta Health Center
RobertMar@Ichealth.org

Diya Kallivayali, PhD
Psychology/Trauma-Informed Care Consultant
Metta Health Center
DiyaKa@Ichealth.org

Sidney Liang, MPA
Senior Director, Metta Health Center

SidneLi@Ichealth.org
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